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The sedate exterior of one Sunningdale 
chartered accountancy ýrm belies the in-
ternational proýle of its client base and the 

diversity of its operations. In conversation with 
partner, Chartered Accountant, Dawn O’Leary, 
it is clear that ‘routine’ is not a word that readily 
describes her working week.

Indeed, for Dawn O’Leary, no two days are 
the same but there is a degree of rhythm that 
punctuates the working day and week.

 Certainly, some days are less typical and 
Dawn said: ñThe other day I woke up to yet 
another scorching morning in Istanbul and then 
met with the existing and new owners of an in-
ternational shipping company, a long-term client. 

With their internal accountant I reviewed their 
systems and advised on improvements to suit 
them and their UK sister company. At lunchtime 
I had a meeting with the companyôs German 
bankers, to discuss ýnancing of future ship sales 
and purchases. 

ñThe dayôs business continued with a meeting 
with the companyôs Turkish corporate lawyer in 
the ýnancial district of the city, which was not 
without some language difýculties followed by a 
meeting with the widow of the Turkish company 
to discuss estate issues and her potential issues 
moving forward. This ýnal appointment was 
conducted with a view over the shores of the 
Bosphorus sea. ñA mad dash in a taxi through 

crowded streets took me to the other side of the 
city, to Taksim Square, to meet another Turk-
ish shipping client with Russian, French, Italian 
and Indian representatives, culminating in an 
evening of Turkish dancing and singing.ò

Dawn said: ñNormally, in the Sunningdale 
ofýce, I would check client correspondence and 
review and sign off accounts before they are sent 
out, and meet business clients to discuss ways of 
helping them grow proýtably, save tax and take 
their business to the next level.ò

Dawn keeps up to date with the latest industry 
trends via online and ofþine research. She said: 
“I join online discussion groups on Twitter and 
Professional LinkedIn to give expert advice 
and valuable information to peers and potential 
clients.ò 

Scanning local press and specialist media for 
client news is a key area for information gather-
ing as is time spent looking at ways to improve 
practice and adding value to existing clients.

Marketing the business and developing new 
marketing campaigns represents another time 
commitment for Dawn, as well as brieýng staff 
on technical and client best practice matters. Her 
day will typically end with an evening network-
ing event or at a Governorôs meeting at a local 
independent school.

Dawn O’Leary is a partner with Davis Burton 
Sellek Chartered Accountants, business and tax 
advisers. From its ofýces on Charters Road, 
Sunningdale, Davis Burton Sellek provides 
accounting, taxation and professional advice for 
owner managed businesses, mid to large corpo-
rates (UK and international), private clients and 

professional practices. Contact details: 
T: 01344 620495 acct@dbsellek.co.uk
www.davisburtonsellek.com

Business on the Bosphorus
Tracking the world of finance from Sunningdale to Istanbul through ‘a day in the life of’ profile - features 

writer Judith Edwards talks to a chartered accountant whose day is as varied as her clients 
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 ADDING VALUE: The spectrum of 
business and community involvement that 
chartered accountant Dawn O’Leary 
encounters in a day could encompass 
ship owners to a school governorship.

CAMRA Windsor Beer Festival
Friday 16th, Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th July 2010

11am to 5:30pm everyday

Over 40 Real Ales from Local Breweries - Plus Cider & Perry
Farm Shop Open All Day - Includes Pig Roast and instore tastings

Coffee Shop - Offering Teas, Coffees and Refreshments
A variety of speciality goods available in the Farm Shop,

including a selection of meats and produce from the Royal Farms
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